
Zonte’s Footstep Verdelho
2004 Langhorne Creek, Australia

Background; The grapes for this second ever Zonte’s Footstep release of
Verdelho are sourced from our five hundred and twenty odd acre vineyard
at Langhorne Creek, one of Australia’s oldest wine grape districts just South
East of Adelaide, the capital of South Australia, on the spectacular Fleurieu
Peninsula.

Last century a group of old school mates founded the vineyards in the
Langhorne Creek wine region, close to the original 19th Century plantings,
in the traditional grape growing heart of the area. Planted mainly to red
grapes, there are also some significant plantings of whites, including Verdelho
and Viognier, long associated and famously so, with Langhorne Creek.

The site was chosen for its consistent and ancient soil and famous climate.
Langhorne Creek is ostensibly a cool desert. After invariably sunny warm
Summer days, a cooling breeze rises up, known as the ‘Lake Doctor’. The
Dr. comes across Lake Alexandrina from the Great Southern Ocean, (often
southerlies express from Antarctica) each and every afternoon paying a daily
‘house call’ to our Zonte’s Footstep modifying temperatures, especially
overnight. Apart from encouraging all manner of water sports, the ‘Lake
Doctor’ ensures the vineyards retain the natural acidity required to make
first class Verdelho and also aid in providing desirable topical fruit characters,
making winemaking a veritable breeze for Mr. Ben Riggs, our reigning
winemaker.

Zonte’s Footstep vineyards have been meticulously created by Geoff Hardy,
Viticulturist and Vigneron John Pargeter with more than six decades of
viticultural experience committed to excellence, namely maximum grape
quality combined with efficient vineyard management.

Zonte’s Footstep’s award winning viticulture for best practice and presentation,
reflects the expert care of John Pargeter and his large on site team and
their aim of world class, environmentally sustainable viticulture. Not just a
picture of manicured vines and tree lined wind breaks, the vines run adjacent
to wetlands on the lake-front, teeming with bird life, fish and frogs and
magnificent red gums dotted along the river and lake front. The same land
that the world’s largest marsupial, our local Diprotodon dubbed a ‘giant
wombat’ roamed, for more than 20 million years until becoming extinct ten
to twenty thousand years ago.
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In the spirit of the pioneer growers, we are creating wines for the future,
blending tradition with cutting edge technology, doing everything possible to
enhance grape quality rather than just relying on a superb location and ideal
climate.

Appearance; A vibrant, brilliant pale green with just the slightest hues of straw

Nose; The result of a cool vintage the 2004 Zonte’s Footstep Verdelho is
extremely fragrant and herbaceous; limes and gooseberry overtones, but
also floral scents; like ginger flower, and fruit scents like passionfruit, mango
and some creamy aromas.

Palate; Initially crisp citrus characters are married together with riper peach
and banana favours with some oh so, so subtle tobacco and sweet. All in all,
fresh and medium bodied and finely tuned, elegant palate, i.e. not overblown.
Refreshingly zippy acidity balanced with sweet quince and tropical fruit palate.

Winemaking; The 2004 Zonte’s Footstep was vinified in Langhorne Creek by
Mr. Ben Riggs as he has done from our vineyard for a decade.

Technical Information 2004 Zonte’s Footstep Verdelho
Appellation Langhorne Creek, Australia
Alcohol 13.0% by % Volume
Harvest February and March 2004
Fermentation In refrigerated stainless steel tank
Malolactic Fermentation 0%, pH 3.23, Volatile Acidity 0.19 g/L
Titratable Acidity 6.75 g/L
Residual sugar <3 g/L
Sulphur Dioxide Free/Total 38/136 ppm
Oak Maturation None
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